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The OCS version 2.0 replaces OCS version 1.0 and is effective as of January 1, 2016. The OCS version 1.0 was
officially published on March 4, 2013. Sites certified to the OCS version 1.0 shall comply with the OCS
version 2.0 by January 1, 2017.

The official language of the OCS is English. In the case of inconsistency between any translated versions,
reference shall default to the English version.

Disclaimer

Although reasonable care was taken in the preparation of this document, Textile Exchange and any other
party involved in the creation of the document HEREBY STATE that the document is provided without
warranty, either expressed or implied, of accuracy or fitness for purpose, AND HEREBY DISCLAIM any
liability, direct or indirect, for damages or loss relating to the use of this document.

Copyright

This publication is protected by copyright. Information or material from this publication may be reproduced
in unaltered form for personal, non-commercial use. All other rights are reserved. Information or material
from this publication may be used for the purposes of private study, research, criticism or review permitted
under the Copyright Act 1976.

Any reproduction permitted in accordance with the Copyright Act 1976 shall acknowledge the Organic
Content Standard as the source of any selected passage, extract, diagram or other information.
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Introduction
The Goal of the Organic Content Standard (OCS) is to ensure trust in organic content claims.

The OCS accomplishes this goal by verifying the presence and amount of Organic Material in a final
product. It provides a strong chain of custody system from the source of the organic raw material to the
final product through certification. It allows for transparent, consistent, and comprehensive independent
evaluation and verification of Organic Material content claims on products by an accredited third-party
Certification Body (CB). As a business-to-business tool, the OCS may be used to ensure that products
companies purchase actually contain Organic Material.

The Standard does not cover the certification of the raw material itself, which is verified independently of
the production process certification. It also does not address processing inputs (e.g. chemicals),
environmental aspects of processing (e.g. energy or water usage), social issues, safety issues, or legal
compliance.

Intended users of the OCS are processors, manufacturers, brands and retailers, traders, certification bodies,
and organizations supporting organic raw material initiatives.

This is a voluntary standard that is not intended to replace the legal or regulatory requirements of any
country. It is the responsibility of each operation to demonstrate compliance with all applicable laws and
regulations related to marketing, labor and business practices. Where local legislation and the OCS
requirements conflict, the Certification Body shall contact TE to find the most practical solution. When
there is confusion about the interpretation of the Standard, the first point of contact shall be the
Certification Body, which will contact Textile Exchange if further clarification is needed.

Textile Exchange is an international, member-supported non-profit organization that was established in
2003 under the original name of Organic Exchange. Textile Exchange’s mission is to inspire and equip
people to accelerate sustainable practices in the textile value chain.

OCS and CCS

The requirements of the Content Claim Standard (CCS) are embedded in the OCS as the chain of custody
aspects. Clear requirements for the use of certified organic inputs make up the remainder of the OCS. The
CCSis a generic chain of custody standard being used for the chain of custody requirements for a number of
standards, including the OCS, RCS, and GRS. By having a common set of requirements across these
standards, we are contributing to the consistency and efficiency of the certification process.
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How to use this Document

This document sets forth the overall requirements for compliance with the OCS. Guidance and clarifications
are available in the "#$%&' (% ()*+*,-)#.+)/[+" .

In the OCS and CCS, the following verbal forms are used to indicate requirements, recommendations,
permissions, or capabilities:

“shall” indicates a requirement
“should” indicates a recommendation
“may” indicates a permission

KK K K

“can” indicates a possibility or capability

“Desired Outcomes” have been included to detail the intent of requirements, but they are not requirements
themselves. They are designated by a blue text box; see the following example:

"B I& (", HBL+O6& (H*(1*2H3A5H6-(TH*A, THB(9/,8(%6()#(1,7*:

The acronyms in the following table are used throughout the Standard:

TE Textile Exchange

OcCSs Organic Content Standard
CB Certification Body

SC Scope Certificate

TC Transaction Certificate

OrganicContent.org 6
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Section A — General Information

A1. Reference Documents

The following documents support the understanding and implementation of the OCS scheme. The
most current versions will be available at OrganicContent.org, and all provisions made in these
documents —including this one — are to be treated as binding:

18<+), =H1-)* ()" *+) 6+ 86#
18<+), HI-)H ()" +) 6+ B86HSYE& (Yo () *+* ). +) [+ #

)5 ()54 + Yo#"*+) 6+86#

)54+, Yo#"*+) 6+B86HSYE& (Yo () <+* - ). +) [+ #

HS-<HOT (#4)BH!'+ %H @, 6fH
A==8(6,*+*,-)#+)6#!(8*,B,=+E9#=(6/8(7T#B-8#D(1*, (H0O1=4+)<(#"*+)8+867
C-'\ =5#+)6#D (%& +*(#B-8HST T/, )<#!(8% B, =+*(T#-BH#1-%&' +)=(HE"=-&# (848, =+*(TF#"17G
"=_&(#1(8% B, =+*(#D(%&#*(

C-'\ =5#+)6#D (%& +*(#B-8#,77/,)<#DB+)7+=* -)#(8* B, #*(THED!7G
D8+)7+=*-)#1(8* B, =+*(#D(%&'+*(

DO#A£E*(6#09/,H+'()*#"*+)6+8&7

>>>>2>>>>>>>

A2. Principles of OCS Certification

The OCS provides third-party verification of Organic Material content in a product and options for
corresponding consumer-facing claims. It addresses the flow of product within and between
companies, raw material verification, post-harvest processing, manufacturing, packaging and
labeling, storage, handling, and shipping through the seller in the last business-to-business
transaction.

A2.1  Chain of Custody

I"HS0"1& () +", HIB<+),=# +*(8,+H=-)*()*# ,)*(<8,*5H# , THYo+,)*+,) (BH A8/ <At *-#*4(
1"HC8-6/=*2#

A2.1a The OCS requires compliance with the requirements of the CCS. For application to
the OCS, each reference of “CCS” in the Content Claim Standard shall be
understood as "OCS” — with the exception of some labeling requirements.

A2.1b The OCS requires all Organizations to be certified beginning with post-harvest
processing sites through to the seller in the final business-to-business transaction.

OrganicContent.org 7
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A2.2  Applicability of the Standard

DESIRED OUTCOME: Allowable Organic Material input is defined and verified.

A2.2a

A2.2b

A2.2¢c

A2.2d

A2.2e

A2.2f

OCS Claims

Claimed Material, as defined to in the CCS, refers to "Organic Material” in the OCS,
which is defined as:

Organic Material: any output of organic farms that have been certified by an
accredited certification body to comply with the USDA National Organic Program
(NOP), Regulation (EC) 834/2007, or any (other) organic standard that is approved
in the IFOAM Family of Standards.

The OCS allows “in-conversion” Organic Material as inputs if the applicable farming
standard permits such certification. See the ;I"#>-<-#?27(# +)6# !'+,%7# @/,6for
further guidance on “in-conversion” claims.

All Organic Materials entering the supply chain shall have a Transaction Certificate
(TC) issued by the Certification Body.

The OCS may be used with any product that contains non-food Organic Material.
The OCS applies to products that contain 5% to 100% Organic Material.

Buyers of the OCS product are responsible to set any requirements on the specific
organic standards to which the input material should be certified.

The OCS provides a consumer-facing logo and labeling language for products in order for
Organizations and consumers to identify products as certified. See the ;!"#>-<-#?7(#+)6#!'+,%7#
@/,6(#or more information.

OrganicContent.org 8
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Section B — Appendix

Bi. Tools and Resources

B1i.1

B1.2

Textile Exchange Certification Toolkit - Essential Series

The 1(8*,B,=+*,-)# D--'I,*has been developed to provide increased clarity for brands and
retailers trying to understand how to most accurately certify their products. This tool helps
to address issues around why certification is important, the essential steps, understanding
certificates, pricing and labelling.

The guide is free to members of Textile Exchange, or can be purchased on its own by non-
members. For more information please visit TextileExchange.org.

Questions and Additional Information

For questions or additional information about TE Standards please contact:
integrity @ TextileExchange.orq.
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